
COMMON COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS 165
CITY OF ITHACA, NEW YORK

Regular Meeting 8: 1S P, M. July 10, 1985

PRESENT: 
Mayor - Gutenberger
Alderpersons ( 9) - Cummings, Dennis, Haine, Hoffman, Holdsworth, 

Killeen. P -, c, l., Roma. iowski. Schlather

ABSENT: 
Alderperson ( 1) - Myers

6W001

OTHERS PRESENT_ 
City Controller - Spano

City Attorney -- Stumbar
Dir., Planning 6 Development - Va;, Cort
Dep. Dir., Planning  Development - Mazzarella
Buildil g Commissic4i,: r Heard
Police Chief
Asst. Dire Chief ;) lmsi:c, ad
Acting Fire Chief Reeves
Supt. of Public Works _. Dougt, f:rty
Persojsnel Admi.nisto xt:r_,r - Bes.t- 

l 1 i T. C• Bd, of Repre5 ;e,j1t: at ivro> a) c" r 1,, ii.on. 
BPW Commissioners Ben Nlic_rruls, :, jd. Gerkin

f 1 Fire Commissioner - Ka-rJ Schmid
1. 1) City Clerk - Rundle

PLEDGE_ OF ALLEGIANCE: 
Mayor Gutenberger led all present i_n the Pledge of Allegiance: to
the American flag. 

MINUTES: 

By Alderperson Schlather: Seconded by Alderperson Peterson
RESOLVED, That the Minutes of the meeting of Common Council of
June S, 198S be approved as published. 

Carried Unanimously
SPECIAL ORDER OF BUSINESS: 
Public Hearing - Proposed Change in the Zoning Ordinance Amending
Chapter 30, Sections 30. 3, 30. 25 and 30. 26 of the Cit of Italca
Municipal Code, as Modified Through the C arter an Or i.nance
Committee

Resolution To Open Public Hearing
By Alderperson Killeen: Seconded by Alderperson Schlather
RESOLVED, That the Public Hearing to consider a proposed change in
the Zoning Ordinance amending Chapter 30, Sections 30. 3, 30. 25 and
30. 26 be opened. 

Carried Unanimously
Armando Perez, 219 Eddy Street and Joel Fredell, 312 Farm Street
spoke to the Council, in favor of the proposed ordinance. Both are
members of Project Growing Hope. 

Resolution To Close Public Hearing
By Alderperson Schlather: Seconded by Alderperson Peterson
RESOLVED, That the Public Hearing to consider proposed change to
the Zoning Ordinance amending Chapter 30 be closed. 

Carried Unanimously
ADDITIONS TO OR DELETIONS FROM THE AGENDA: 

4woel
Planning and Development Committee
Alderperson Cummings requested that " resolution calling for action" 
be substituted for " possible action" in Agenda Item XV. C. 

No Council member objected. 

PETITIONS AND HEARINGS OF PERSONS BEFORI: •: " C I? 
Sanctuary for Salvadoran an Guatemalan gRefues
The following persons spo e to t e Council in favor of the Council
declaring Ithaca to be a " Sanctuary City ": 

Nelson Reppert, 402 N. Aurora Street
Dale Hathaway, 162 E. King Road
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Matthew C. J. McCarthy, 92 Trumbull Corners Road
Michael Pitzrick, 401 Thurston Avenue
William Gibson, 101 Poole Road
Ron Ozer, 426 E. Buffalo Street

The Rev. Paul Gibbons, R. D. # 1, Box 104, Trumansburg, N. Y. 

Mary J6 Dudley, 119 First Street

I, ind -? Fin.l ay, ? %? Fa-I ( o(I ^ n: 1e

Moratorium -- Bryant Park and East hill
E gar L. Gasteiger, 304 Ithaca Road, presented the following re- 

quest dated 7/ 10/ 85 from the Bryant Park and East Hill homeowners: 

In order to preserve neighborhood quality, stability, and family
values in the face of increasing parking, traffic, litter, noise

and density, we the Homeowners of Bryant Park and East Hill. urge
the Common council and the Mayor of Ithaca. to: 

1. Adopt a moratorium for: 

a. Bryant Park and East Hill residential neighborhoods on
further conversions of single- family houses to multiple
residences, on increases of rentals within existing
multiple- dwelling residences, and on the new construction

of multiple dwellings. 

b. Collegetown business zones on residential development of
multiple dwellings. 

2. Maintain this moratorium until such
a comprehensive study of the Bryant
town areas that will ensure future
with the residential neighborhoods
and until such time as . this plan is
appropriate ordinances. 

time as the City completes
Park) East Hill, a.nd. College- 

development is compatible
of East Hill and Bryant Park

implemented through

3. Improve enforcement of the existing zoning ordinance in order

remedy already existing use problems that violate the zoning
ordinance." 

The following persons expressed support of the request for a
moratorium: 

Richard Booth, 110 Delaware Avenue
Linda Finlay, 323 Eastwood Avenue, 
John Johnson, 946 E. State Street

Pres., Bryant Park Civic Assoc. 

Wilcox Press
Hilda Han inson, 707 E. State Street, expressed concern about the

noise generated by the presses being operated during the night at
Wilcox Press. 

Cable Franchise
David Lytel, lU2 First Street, provided an update on the work of

the TV Cable Commission. He announced that he and J. Hardesty
will be speaking at a meeting to be held in the GIAC Conference
Room on July 23, 1985 at 7: 30 p. m. 

tr

Open Meetings Law
Richard Booti, 110 Delaware Avenue, requested the Common Council

to adopt a local law for Ithaca to make party caucuses open to the
public as they were prior to recent state legislation. 

Noise Ordinance
Dan Kramer, 0l Willow Avenue, spoke to the Council in favor of
the proposed noise ordinance. 

11ab' 1u 1-k. Drumheller, 100 Graham Rd., Apt. 14E, addressed the Council

concerning a proposed Project " Park Watch" to provide safety for
children and others using the park. 
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June 26P 198S

Joe Spano, City Controller
Ithaca City Hall

Dear Mr. Spano, 

tv iLLl dCi ti
I am _ ilcivsir)g a s = llec Imo' 

gift is give]] to our office
on behalf of Ithaca. Festival 8S, This g g - Y

in appreciation of the hard work and experienced advice provided to
this community event by Ms. Jean Deming, Tompkins County Cultural
Coordinator. Ms. Deming felt that, as a. City employee, she could

not accept this honorarium in her name. However, Ms. Deming ex- 

pressed an interest in seeing this money put towards the " Piano

Fund" or a " Special Performance Fund" which she is currently

developinge We appreciate your help towards this end. 

General and heartfelt thanks for a].]. the efforts the Cii:y of Ithaca
has made on our behalf. We look forward to continued cooperation
in years to come. 

Sincerely, 

The Ithaca Festival ' 8S

Committee" 

MAYOR' S APPOINTMENTS: 
Youth Bureau Boar
Mayor Guten erger reported that lie had. appointed Diana Kurlander, 
111 Ithaca Road, as youth representative, " to the Youth. Bureau Board
for a term which expires December 31, 1987, 

CITY ATTORNEY' S REPORT: 
C err Street Industrial Park
City Atty. Stum ar reporte G that the Pipe Welding Supply Co., Inc. 

lease has been signed and they are official tenants of the park. 
Open Meetings Law
City Atty. Stum ar informed the Council that they do have the power
to make the city' s open meeting law more open than the state' s
legislation. 

HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE: 
Sanctuary for Salvadoran and Guatemalan Refugees
By Alderperson Hoffman: Seconded by Al erperson Maine
WHEREAS, The United States supported the United Nations General
Assembly' s adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 
December 10, 1948, which commits the member states to recognize and
observe that " everyone has the right to seek and to enjoy in other
countries asylum from persecution" ( Article 14. 1); and

WHEREAS, The United States, E1 Salvador and Guatemala have all
ratified Geneva Convention IV, Relative to the Protection of Civilian
Persons in time of war, August 12, 1 -949, which prohibits " violence to

life and person, in particular murder of all kinds, mutilation, 

cruel treatment and torture" ( Article 3( 1); and

WIIEREAS, The United States has acceded to the 1967 United Nations
Convention and Protocol Relating to the Status of Refugees, which

states that " no Contracting State shall expel or return a refugee
in any manner whatsoever to the frontiers of territories where his
life or freedom would be threatened on account of his race, religic , 

nationality, membership of a particular social group or political
opinion" ( Article 33. 1); and

WIIEREAS, Article 1 of the Convention defines a " refugee" as any

person who, " owing to well- founded fear of being persecuted for
reasons of race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular

social group or political opinion, is outside of the country of his
nationality and is unable, or owing to such fear, is unwilling to

avail himself of the protection of that country;" and
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WHEREAS, the United States Refugee Act of 1. 980 ( P. L. 96 - 2125% 94 Stat. 102) authorizes the grant of asylum to refugees who are defined interms identical to the United Nations 1967 Conveni-j on; and

WHEREAS, many thousands of Salvadoran and Guatemalan non - combatant: 
citizens have been killed, " disappeared," tortured, and detained
without legal proce - s in their rountrie-2 during the last five yearsOf 1•J D" farE'. ; iitt.' i. X' 1 i_ i'; aTld

WHEREAS, hundreds of thousands of Salvadorans and many thousands ofGuatemalans have fled their countries seeking refuge, but the Uni.ted
States is deporting Salvadorans at the rate of 100 a. week back to
E1 Salvador and from 1982 through 1984 the United States deported
nearly 2000 Guatemalans back to Guatemala; and

WHEREAS, the Immigration. and Naturalization Service has granted
political asylum to less than 3° of the Salvadorans who apply; and
of the 983 cases of Guatemalans , ipplyi_ng for political asylum in
the U. S. between October 1983 aid December. 1. 984 only three applica- 
tions were granted; and

WHEREAS, under the Refugee Admi.ssi.o) lr, Program, wlii.ch g; °aalt! only
1000 admissions from all of Latin America, noise have been grai) ted
to Guatemalans under the pxesenf d) i-Jnistration; and. 

WHEREAS, the Ithaca Area Sanctuary Committee has coordinated a local
effort to involve local. churches and other rel.i_gi.ous commu n ties in
considering the offering of sanctuary to refugees from El. Salvador
and Guatemala, with the result to date that the Ithaca friends
Meeting has declared sanctuary, supported by the First Baptist: 
Church, New Jewish Agenda, Social Concerns Committee of St. Paul' s
United Methodist Church, the Centre for Religion, Ethics and Social
Policy and the Committee on U. S. - Latin American Relations at Cornell; 
and

WHEREAS, the Tompkins County Human Rights Commission has awarded

600", 
the Ithaca Area Sanctuary Committee the 1985 Human Rights Group Award, 
which states that " by your efforts on behalf of equal. rights you have
brought dignity to your community and distinction to your organiza- 
tion," and many other Ithaca citizens have publicly expressed their
concern and support for this effort; and

WHEREAS, the City of Ithaca wishes to support its citizens in their
efforts to maintain and further human rights for its citizens and
and for all who come within its borders; and

WHEREAS, a Salvadoran refugee, Esperanza, with her baby daughter is
currently being provided sanctuary by the above named religious
communities in Ithaca, having fled her country fearing for her life; 
now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That the Common Council declares Ithaca to be a " Sanctuary
City" for Salvadoran and Guatemalan refugees fleeing the general
conditions of persecution and pervasive violence to life and person
in their homelands, and who are now or at some future date may be
residing in Ithaca, until they can safely return to their homeland
or until they receive federally recognized residency status; 
RESOLVED further, That the Ithaca Common Council directs, except as

otherwise provided by law, that neither the City Administration nor
any member of Common Council or any city committee, nor any depart- 
ment head or city employee, when acting in that capacity or as an
agent of the City, take any action contrary to the safety and welfare
of Esperanza, her child, or any other Guatemalan or Salvadoran
refugee sponsored by the Ithaca Area Sanctuary Committee or its
affiliated sanctuary church communities, including an act which would
subject the refugee to arrest by the Immigration and Naturalization
Service, or of others because of their involvement in, or support of, 
sanctuary; 

RESOLVED further, That the Ithaca Common Council requests that the
Immigration and Naturalization Service inform the Ithaca Area
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Sanctuary Committee of any arrests it has made of those in sanctuary
or working in support of sanctuary within the City of Ithaca or
County of Tompkins immediately upon making such arrests; 

RESOLVED further, That the Ithaca Common Council asks, in the name

of respect for international law and human rights, that the federal
authorities, including the Congress, take action to temporarily

SLl4I: + "Tlti tale 1= ' sl: t', rta -t_i ..) n n ;. f E ltf (' r' l

who have fled to the United States from persecution in their home
countries; and that to this end the Common Council urges that the
Congress require non - discriminatory compliance with the Refugee Act
Of 1980, and supports the legislation introduced by Congressman
Moakley and supported by all three Congressmen serving Tompkins
County ( H. R. 822 and S. 377) granting " extended voluntary departure' 
status to refugees from El Salvador, but urges that that legislation
be expanded to include Guatemalans as well; 

RESOLVED further, That the City Clerk communicate this resolution
to all city departments and committees, to the New York congressional
delegation, the local and national directors of the Tmmi.gra.tion and

Naturalization Service,, and President Ronald Reagan. 

Discussion. followed on the floor. 

A vote on the resolution resulted as follows: 

Ayes ( 7) - Peterson., Hoffman, Killeen, Haine, Dennis, Schlather, 

Cummings

Nays ( 2) - Holdswor.th, Romanowski. 

Absent ( 1) - Myers
Carried. 

Recess
Common. Council. recessed at 9: 55 p. m. and reconvened in regular

session at 10: 05 p. m. 

HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE: 
Non - discrimination Clause for City Contracts
By Al erperson Hoffman: Seconcec y Al erperson Schlather
WHEREAS, the Human Services Committee has recommended that non- 
discrimination language should be included in all City contracts; 
now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That the following clause shall be included in any City
contract: 

The contractor will not discriminate against any employee, 
applicant for employment, sub - contractor, supplier of

materials or services or program participant because of
race, age, creed, color, sex, national origin, disability, 
marital status or sexual preference." 

Discussion followed on the floor. 

A vote on the resolution resulted as follows: 
Carried Unanimously

Handicapped Accessibility , 
Alderperson Hoffman reported that the committee will be receiving t' 
city' s self evaluation of its compliance with handicapped accessi- 
bility at its next public meeting which is scheduled for July 2S, 
1985 at 7: 30 p. m. in the Common Council chambers. The committee

will also be considering a grievance process for anyone who feels
that the city has not fully complied with regulations. 

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE: 
Colle etown East Hill Overall Plan
Al erperson Cummings reported That the Planning and Development
Committee, at its meeting two weeks before, reviewed the outline

for East Hill study put forth by the Planning Department examining
problems in four specific areas: ( a) conversion of single- family
and owner - occupied units to multiple- occupancy by renters; ( b) the
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